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This course explores Anmerican political thought beginning with th
| ndependence. Qur primary focus will be on the Founders and on the ot
Al exi s de Tocqueville, who travel ed through America in the 1830s. Que
did Lockean liberalism republican political thought, and Protestantis
Foundi ng? What was the Founders' conception of human nature and how c
t hey established reflect this conception? Was their understandi ng of
one? Did they establish a just and viable political systen? |In what
t hreatened Anerican political life? How can it be conbatted, if indee
and wi despread religious convictions necessary to the perpetuati on of

Careful reading of texts and active participation in class discus

Readi ngs:
The following required texts are available at the bookstore:

M chael P. Zuckert, The Natural Rights Republic
Al exander Ham | ton, Janes Madi son, and John Jay,

The Federalist Papers (ed. Clinton Rossiter)
Al exi s de Tocqueville, Denpocracy in Anerica (abridged)
Sanford Kessler, Tocqueville's Civil Religion:

American Christianity and the Prospects for Freedom
Edith Wharton, The Age of Innocence

Addi tional readings will be on reserve at W/l son Library.



Course requirenents:

Paper on Berns and McConnell articles (20% pp.),
due Sept. 28

Take-home m dterm 35%
handed out Oct. 26, due Nov. 2
Fi nal exam 45%

Take- home part handed out Dec. 7, due Dec. 21
I n-cl ass part Dec. 21, 6:20

Papers and take-home exanms are due at the begi nning of class.

If at the end of the senester your grade is near the borderline,

by your participation in class discussion or the lack thereof.

the class, discussion will play an inportant role in our |earning
in small groups. |In order to facilitate small group discussion,

t hree di scussion questions to each class. Again, all students ar
of the reading, and to cone to class prepared to take an active p

Office Hours:

Feel free to conme see ne in ny office should you have any questio
t he course, or if you just want to pursue a topic we' ve touched o
readings. We can easily set up an appointnment if you can't nake

O fice hours will be announced shortly.



Sept .

Sept .

Sept .

Sept .

Ameri can Political Thought
7
| nt roducti on
14
Decl arati on of | ndependence (handout)
The Constitution of the United States of Anerica
(in The Federalist Papers)
M chael P. Zuckert, The Natural Rights Republic, pp. 1-89
21
Zuckert, pp. 92-201
28 SHORT PAPER ON BERNS & MCCONNELL DUE

Zuckert, pp. 202-243
Wal ter Berns, "Religion and the Founding Principle"

(reserve)
in The Moral Foundations of the American Republic, ed.
M chael W MConnell, "Free Exercise As the Franmers Understood It

in The Bill of Rights: Original Meaning and Current Und
Eugene W Hi ckok, Jr.

5

Martin Di anond, "The Anerican |Idea of Man: The View from the Foun
in The Americans: 1776, ed. Irving Kristol and Paul Wa
Al exander Ham | ton, Janmes Madi son, and John Jay,
The Federalist Papers
| ntroduction by Clinton Rossiter, and Papers 1,2,6,9, 10



Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

12

Martin Di anond, "The Anmerican |dea of Equality: The View fromthe
in As Far as Republican Principles WII Admt: Essays b
ed. WIliam A Schanbra

M chael Parenti, "The Constitution as an Elitist Docunent™
(reserve)
in How Denpcratic |Is the Constitution?, ed. Robert A G
A. Schanbr a

Wl son Carey McW I lians, "On Equality as the Mdral Foundation for
in The Moral Foundations of the American Republic, ed.
19

The Federalist Papers, Papers 14-17, 23, 37, 39, 47-49, 51, 62, 6
PAKE- HOVE M DTERM HANDED OUT

The Federalist Papers, Papers 70-72, 78, 84
Al exi s de Tocqueville, Denpcracy in Anerica (abridged)
Hef fner introduction (pp. 9-13 only), Author's Introduction, Part

PAKE- HOME M DTERM DUE

Tocqueville, Part Two: Book |, Chs. 16-18, 25; Book Il (entire);
46, 48
Tocquevill e, "How Anericans Conbat |ndividualismby the Doctrine
Under st ood"” (reserve)
in Alexis de Tocqueville, Denpocracy in Anerica, ed. J.P
Part I, Ch. 8)

9

Tocqueville, Part Two, Book IV (entire)

Sanford Kessler, Tocqueville's Civil Religion: American Christian
Freedom

Preface, Chs. 1-4

16

Kessl er, Chs. 5-9
23 THANKSG VI NG NO CLASS

30

Edith Wharton, The Age of Innocence (entire)



Dec. TAKE- HOME PART OF FI NAL HANDED OUT

Henry David Thoreau, "Civil Di sobedi ence" (reserve)
in The Portable Thoreau, ed. Carl Bode

Martin Luther King, Jr., "Letter fromBirm ngham City Jail" (rese
in A Testanent of Hope: The Essential Witings of Martil
ed. Janmes Mel vin Washi ngton

Thurs. Dec. 21, 6: 261 NANR EXAM
TAKE- HOME PART OF FI NAL DUE
| N- CLASS PART OF FI NAL HELD



